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July 2023 Prez says ramblings 
 
Welcome new members Manuel & Hilda Chavallo with a 2018 Ford Shelby Mustang, Ken & Julie Ganey with a 
1937 Ford Five Window Sedan and 1976 Jag XJ12, Doug Garrison with a 1975 Chev Corvette Stingray, Mike 
Guinn with a 1967 Chev Chevelle Malibu, Douglas & Marguerite Hart with a 1959 Austin Healy, 1967 Chev 
Camaro and a 1985 Ford Cabriolet, Ken Paules with a 1940 Chevrolet Business Coupe, and Blaine & Carol 
Sherfinski with a 1937 Dodge D-5 Sedan and 1973 Plymouth Duster 360. We hope they enjoy getting to know 
us and become active members. 
 
The 60th anniversary celebration of the club will be a potluck at the Benton City Community Center building (806 
Dale Street, Benton City) on Saturday, September 30 from 3:00 to 9:00 pm. The main dish will be fried chicken 
from Yokes and we're requesting members to bring a side dish (baked beans, coleslaw, potato salad, macaroni 
salad, etc. or a dessert). Frances McGillis has volunteered to coordinate the menu. Please contact Frances at 
(sixkidsplusthree@gmail.com) or 509-545-4077, and let her know what you are bringing. 
 
The club is also requesting that members donate $5 per person to help with the cost of rental, chicken and 
drinks etc. The club will provide water and coffee. Donations will be collected at the door and no alcohol will be 
permitted. 
 
As always, remember to contact Bonnie Suminski (our sunshine person) to provide congratulations, get well, 
and sympathy cards to club members. Her telephone number is 509-579-0030. 
 
Dave Hannah 
 
******************************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Bits and Pieces 
 

Thought it was my Dryer that was making my clothes shrink. Turns out it was the Refrigerator. 
 
Never hold a Dust-Buster and a cat at the same time. 
 
“The difference between stupidity and genius is that genius has its limits.” Albert Einstein 
   
Don't blame a clown for acting like a clown. Blame yourself for going to the circus. 
 
Dear Sneeze: If you’re going to happen, happen. Don’t just put a stupid look on my face and then leave. 
 
Thanks for teaching me the meaning of  -  Plethora. It means a lot. 
 

******************************************************************************************************************************* 
 



The Remarkable Body 
 
If you live to age 70, your heart will have beat around 2.5 billion times! 
 
******************************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Where in the world.  
 
The world's coldest place is the East Antarctic Plateau. On the high ridge the temperature can drop to as low as 
-135.8. Recorded in 2010 
 

******************************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Fun Food Facts 
 
Vidalia onions are named after Vidalia, Georgia. The onions were historically grown there and are still grown all 
over Georgia—farmers attribute the sweetness of Vidalia onions to the low-sulfur content of Georgian soil. 
******************************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Ladies Lunch in July had 11 ladies attending. Thanks Bonnie. 
August Ladies Lunch will be hosted by Frances McGillis at Hooked Seafood & Boil Restaurant.  
Contact Frances at sixkidsplusthree@gmail.com or call her at 509-545-4077. 
 
****************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

The Co-Chairs of the SEMA-supported Congressional Automotive Performance and Motorsports 
Caucus introduced U.S. House Resolution 573 (H. Res. 573) at the request of the SEMA Action Network (SAN) 
recognizing July 14, 2023 as “Collector Car Appreciation Day (CCAD).” The date marks the 14th 
commemoration of what has become an annual event to celebrate and raise awareness of the vital role 
automotive restoration and collection plays in American society. 

The SAN thanks Congressional Automotive Performance and Motorsports Caucus co-chairs Rep. Bill 
Posey (R-FL) and Rep. Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. (D-GA) for recognizing the cultural significance of collecting and 
restoring collector vehicles. These Congressional leaders are strong advocates for the automotive culture in 
Washington, D.C. The Caucus is an informal, non-partisan member organization that pays tribute to America’s 
ever-growing love affair with the car and motorsports. 
 

******************************************************************************************************************************* 
 

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW IF YOU MOVE TO THE SOUTH 
  

1. A possum is a flat animal that sleeps in the middle of the road. 
2. There are 5,000 types of snakes and 4,998 of them live in the South. 
3. There are 10,000 types of spiders. All 10,000 of them live in the South, plus a couple no one's seen before. 
4. If it grows, it'll stick ya. If it crawls, it'll bite cha. 
5. Onced and Twiced are words. 
6. It is not a shopping cart, it is a buggy! 
7. Jawl-P? means: Did you all go to the bathroom? 
8. People actually grow, eat, and like okra. 
9. Fixinto is one word. It means I'm going to do something. 
10. There is no such thing as lunch. There is only dinner and then there's supper. 
11. Iced tea is appropriate for all meals and you start drinking it when you're two. We do like a little tea with our 
sugar. It is referred to as the Wine of the South. 
12. Backwards and forwards means I know everything about you. 
13. The word jeet is actually a question meaning, 'Did you eat?' 
14. You don't have to wear a watch, because it doesn't matter what time it is, you work until you're done or it's 
too dark to see. 
15. You don't PUSH buttons, you MASH em. 
16. Y'all is singular. All Y'all is plural. 
17. All the festivals across the state are named after a fruit, vegetable, grain, insect, or animal. 
18. You carry jumper cables in your car for your OWN car. 
19. You only own five spices: salt, pepper, mustard, Tabasco, and ketchup. 



20. The local papers cover national and international news on one page, but require 6 pages for local high 
school sports, motor sports, and gossip. 
21. Everyone you meet is a Honey, Sugar, Miss (first name), or Mr (first name) 
22. You think that the first day of deer season is a national holiday. 
23. You know what a hissy fit is.. 
24. Fried catfish is the other white meat. 
25. We don't need no dang Driver's Ed. If our mama says we can drive, we can drive!!! 
26. You understand these jokes and forward them to your Southern friends and those who just wish they were 
from the SOUTH. 
AND one more: 
27. Why did the chicken cross the road? To show that stupid possum that it CAN be done! 
 
******************************************************************************************************************************* 
 

The Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day or July 4th—has been a federal holiday in the United 
States since 1941, but the tradition of Independence Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and 
the American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, the Continental Congress voted in favor of independence, and two 
days later delegates from the 13 colonies adopted the Declaration of Independence, a historic document drafted 
by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of American 
independence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to more casual family gatherings 
and barbecues. The Fourth of July 2023 is on Tuesday, July 4. 

 

 
 

****************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Did You Know… 
 

The U.S. flag placed on the Moon by Apollo astronauts was purchased at Sears. 
 
******************************************************************************************************************************* 
 

History of Washington License Plates 
 

Prestate era: 1905 to 1915 
Things were primitive at the start. Washington’s first laws regulating automobiles were effective June 7, 

1905, and required that all motor vehicles be registered with the Secretary of State’s office, at which time the 
motorist would be assigned a registration number to be displayed on the rear of the vehicle, preceded by the 
abbreviation “WN.” 

Only the number was furnished; the owner was responsible for displaying it.  Common methods used 
metal house numbers mounted to leather or cardboard, but some licenses were custom-made out of metal, or 
sometimes merely painted directly on the vehicle.  License plates from this era, before state-issued plates, are 
known as prestates. 

For ten years, this was the extent of vehicle licensing in the state of Washington.  All types of vehicles, 
regardless of class (car, motorcycle, truck, government-owned, for hire, etc.) received a simple number.  As 
registrations lapsed over time, older dead numbers were recycled by the state.  By the time this system ended in 
mid 1915, numbers were being assigned in the low 40000s. 
 

First year of issue 
The state of Washington officially got into the business of issuing license plates when a new 

comprehensive motor vehicle law was passed in March 1915, effective June 10.  Chapter 142 of the 1915 
session laws outlined the processes for vehicle licensing, setting fees based on vehicle classes and assigning 
the secretary of state the duty to “furnish to each licensee of a motor vehicle two number plates containing the 



number to be displayed on such vehicle.”  On April 10, Charles E. Post & Company of Los Angeles beat out four 
other bidders and was awarded the contract to manufacture the 1916 license plates for a sum of $11,802.  
When the new law went into effect June 10, 1915, the handmade license plates on all vehicles in the state 
expired.  Vehicle owners submitted licensing applications to their county auditor and received county-issued 
paper or cardboard temporary licenses pending their plates’ arrival from Olympia.  Plates were slow to arrive 
from the factory: only the first 400 licenses had been issued by June 15, and by July 15, only a total of 15,753 
had been issued, with an estimated 20-25,000 still pending. 

The 1916 issue was quite large (6 1/4″ tall and 16 1/2″ wide), and non-passenger types such as trucks 
or for hire vehicles had an additional 1 ¼” of height added, as the vehicle class was spelled out in large letters at 
the top.  Under the terms of the auto law, the licensing period aligned to the state’s fiscal year (beginning of 
March to the end of February).  The date displayed on the license plate indicated the expiration year (so the 
1916 license plates expired February 29, 1916, and the 1917 issue was valid from March 1, 1916 to February 
28, 1917).  This system would continue until 1921. 
 
“X” marks the plate: introduction of vehicle class codes 

Many changes were implemented in the state’s second year of issuing plates. After underbidding the 
Charles E Post company by a mere $19.75 (on a total bid of $9,352), the Seattle-based Pacific Coast Stamp 
Works was awarded the contract to produce the 1917 licenses, and would retain the state’s business for three 
years. The plate size was reduced and a letter code was introduced to designate the vehicle class, with “X” 
being issued to private passenger vehicles, “T” denoting trucks, etc. This system would remain in use through 
1935. 

The 1917 color scheme was an unusual choice for license plates. “Some nice old lady holding a state 
office has picked lavender,” was a snarky comment in the Lynden Tribune. Legibility was not a strong suit for 
white numbers on a lavender background. Paint quality was also a struggle for the Pacific Coast Stamp Works 
during its multi-year run as license plate supplier, with 1917 being the low point. 

The format was largely unchanged for 1918, although a more legible white on black color scheme was 
used. 
 

First attempts at renewal tabs 
For 1919, the state began an experiment with multi-year plates, modeled after the practice used by 

California. The 1919 plates were manufactured with six slots surrounding the state name, date, and vehicle 
class, with the intention of using a tab to renew the plates in future years. This cost-savings effort was doomed 
to failure from the start, and the plates had already proved unpopular before the end of the 1919 licensing year, 
with a Seattle Times editorial deriding the 1919 plates as a “cheap yellow form of construction that has aroused 
the resentment of every automobile owner who displays it.” 

The legislature passed a new auto license law with an updated fee structure on March 1, 1919.  1919 
licenses had expired the day before, on February 28, so with the late change in the law, a one-month grace 
period was granted for 1919 licenses, making them valid through March 31 without a 1920 renewal.  Three 
varieties of license plates were used for the 1920 licensing year. 

The first and most common was 1919 plates renewed with a white porcelain validation tab, made by the 
California Metals and Enamel Company. The tabs were issued with the vehicle class code and serial numbers 
matching the base plate. 

New registrants, who didn’t have 1919 plates to renew, received full porcelain plates, with a tri-color 
format to match the look of a yellow plate with a white renewal tab.  Toward the end of the licensing year, as 
stock of the porcelain plates ran out, full metal plates were produced, again with matching color formats. 

The tab system died after only one year in use. Cost savings were minimal, and offset by production 
waste and administrative burdens. All of the renewal tabs had to be made prior to the start of the licensing year, 
which meant producing matching sets of tabs for every single number issued in 1919, since there was no way to 
identify which licenses wouldn’t be renewed due to sale of the vehicle, moving out of state, etc. As explained in 
the Seattle Times, “In the working out of the law, it was reported to the appropriations committee, the state is 
losing about $25,000 during a biennial period. Many cars are resold, change ownership, taken out of the state or 
are traded in. To guard against the demand for old numbers, license plates must be provided for which there is 
no call. It was pointed out that the old plan of issuing number plates whenever a license application was made 
did not require purchasing more plates than could actually be sold.” 

Adding insult to injury, 12,000 of the tabs were lost when the ship Amazon capsized off Dash Point. 
 

1921: the year with two plates 
With the idea of multi-year plates abandoned, 1921 saw a new design that was smaller than previous 

years. Manufacturing was awarded to the Western Display Company of Minneapolis. 
1921 finally saw the end of the state’s odd validity period. House Bill 70 passed on January 27, 1921, 

and, as summarized in the Tacoma Daily Ledger, provided “that auto license numbers issued in December shall 



be good for the following year. Representative Hubbell explained that this is one of several bills to make auto 
laws confirm with laws of adjacent states.” 

With the law implementing a more commonsense calendar year period of validity, a second plate was 
needed for the last ten months of 1921, as the original green plates had expired on February 28, 1921. A 
second 1921-dated plate was issued for the remainder of the year, expiring December 31, 1921. These were 
sourced from the Irwin Hodson company of Portland, OR, and had small design variances that prevented 
owners from painting over their first 1921 plates: the second type used a colon instead of a dash between the 
vehicle class letter and the year and used more angular number dies. 
 
1922: first full calendar year 

The first full calendar year licenses were white on brown, and once again made by the Irwin Hodson 
company in the same format as the gray 1921s. 
1923: prison production begins 

Proposals to use the state prison system to manufacture license plates, a practice used in many other 
states, had been floated at various times since the license law was passed in 1915. In March 1922, the license 
plate shop was established at the Washington State Penitentiary in Walla Walla. The 1923 plates were the first 
to be produced at the prison, which continues to make Washington’s license plates today.  
The design changed very little over the next two years. The color scheme from 1923 was inverted in 1924, with 
white numbers on a dark blue background. With age, the blue paint tends to fade to black. 
In 1925, the colors reverted back to the 1923 format. 
 
1926: State pride wins out 

The simple “WN” designation had been unpopular for a long time. Back in 1922, a Mrs. W.B. wrote to 
the Seattle Times: “I am good and peeved because on a trip taken by my husband and me this last summer, 
back through the South to Kentucky, Ohio, Michigan and back—I am peeved because no one the other side of 
the Idaho line knew what ‘Wn.” stood for on our car license plate. People even made wagers in Thermopolis, 
Wyoming, as to whether we were from Canada or Wisconsin. I wanted people to know our state, and I do not 
remember in the East of any one knowing what “Wn.” stood for. At the very least, 500 people inquired as to 
where “Wn.” was located. That’s not very good advertising, as everyone writing to this state abbreviates the 
state as “Wash.” Why two abbreviations?” 

Wisconsin (which used the even more austere abbreviation of “W”) was a common misinterpretation of 
Washington’s “WN,” so in the interest of promoting the state, in 1926 “Washington” was spelled out in full, and 
nobody was “good and peeved” until almost 40 years later, when the 1963 design would generate even more 
controversy.  With the addition of the full state name, plates became larger, while still maintaining the letter-
coding system to denote vehicle class, and a hyphen was added to registration numbers to enhance legibility. 
 
1927 to 1934: quiet years 

Few changes in design or processes occurred for the next several years.  Aside from 1928, which had 
one of the boldest color years, colors alternated between green and white.  1928 also saw the date and vehicle 
class designator moved to the same line as the state name. 
       
1935: County Coding begins 

As registration volumes continued to increase, the process of issuing plates centrally from Olympia 
became too costly and inefficient, and in 1935 Washington adopted the practice used in many other states and 
implemented a county code system. Plates would be shipped to each county auditor for issuance. Codes were 
assigned by population, in descending order. The Big Three counties (King, Pierce, Spokane) received letters A, 
B, and C, respectively, with the alphabet progressing through the remaining counties. Washington has 39 
counties, so after Z was assigned to the 26th smallest county (Klickitat), the remaining 13 received two-letter 
abbreviations derived from their names (e.g. AN for Asotin, SJ for San Juan). In King County, lack of space 
resulted in the exclusion of the letter code after number A-99999 was reached, with the next in sequence being 
100-000, sans county designator.  This exception worked for 1935 and 1936, as King was the only county with a 
vehicle population large enough to reach six-digit registrations. 
 
1936: Vehicle Class Codes disappear 

The vehicle class code system (“X” for passenger, “T” for Truck) that had been in place since 1917 was 
finally abandoned in 1936. Non-passenger vehicles had their class type spelled out, and were not county-
coded. 1936 was the only year a split date was used with a centered state name. 

In 1937, the state name was shifted to the left, with the expiration year following.  This was the first 
instance of a design used for many years, and still present on Washington’s plates today.  New, narrower 
number dies also debuted in order to facilitate six-digit registration numbers. The location of the name and date 



would migrate between top and bottom over the next decade and a half. 1938 was the only year where the date 
preceded the state name, until the 1954 base was introduced. 
 
1939: Golden Jubilee 

Washington’s 50 years of statehood was marked by its first (and only, until 1987) use of a slogan. The 
state’s Golden Jubilee was commemorated by the dates of statehood and the one-time designation of the “State 
of Washington” 

After the jubilation of 50 years of statehood subsided, the 1940 issue kicked off more than a decade of 
fairly standardized designs.  Green and white once again became the dominant colors, with the only other major 
changes being a yearly switch in the location of the state name and year from bottom to top and back.  1941 
would be the last year an embossed, painted border was used on passenger plates. 
 
WWII: no metal for plates 

The most notable aspect of the 1942 plates was that they were used far longer than intended: three 
years. With metal production being diverted to the war effort, none was available for license plates. The 1942 
plates were revalidated by windshield stickers in 1943 and 1944. 

With windshield stickers used for renewing 1942 plates, metal plates for 1944 are scarce. There was 
enough metal supply to manufacture plates (in singles, not pairs) for new registrations.  These were all-numeric, 
lacking county code prefixes, which allowed the Department of Licenses to issue them throughout the state as 
needed instead of stocking quantities with each county auditor. A limited number of non-passenger plates, for 
example trailers, were made as well. 

Standard plate issuance resumed for 1945, with the 1942 plates finally coming off bumpers after three 
years in use.  While the 1945 issue was a return to the old practice of issuing license plates annually to all 
vehicles, these were produces as singles, not pairs, due to the lingering problems of sourcing metal. 
Windshield stickers made a return in 1946, with all passenger vehicles retaining their 1945 plates for an extra 
year. Dated 1946 plates were issued to nonpassenger vehicle classes, such as trailers and trucks. 

With a glut of aluminum available after the war, many states issued plates in the late 1940s with a bare 
aluminum background. Washington used this method in 1947, switching from steel for the first time, and it was 
not an ideal execution.  Immediately after 1947 plates began appearing on the road, numerous complaints 
poured in about the bright reflection they generated.  “At night headlights reflecting on the plate practically 
obliterate the numerals, the unpainted aluminum having the same characteristics as a mirror held to catch the 
sun’s rays,” complained the Spokane Safety Commissioner after the plates had been on the road only two 
weeks.  Additionally, paint adherence was poor, frequently resulting in bare numbers.  

In spite of these complaints, the plates stayed on the road for two years, as windshield stickers were 
again used in 1948 to revalidate plates.  After two years on the road, many of the 1947 plates had lost a good 
portion of their green paint.  Dated 1948 plates were made only for a few non-passenger vehicle classes, such 
as trailers and dealers. 

Unpainted aluminum plates were used again for the 1949 issue, but this time they were sandblasted 
with steel grit to dull the background and eliminate the bright reflection caused by the shiny metal background at 
night.  The result was characterized by a Seattle Times columnist as “dull, drab, dreary-looking.” 
With the 1950 issue, the state resurrected the practice of multi-year base plates renewed by tabs. The plates 
were designed with slots over the date, which would be used to apply metal tabs, a practice common in other 
states.  These plates were plagued by weak paint on the numbers.  Even when new, the state director of 
licenses deemed them “shoddy, badly painted, and are not strong enough.” 

Metal shortages became an issue again in 1951. Existing registrations were issued a ’51 tab to renew 
the 1950 plates, but as supplies ran out, dated 1951 plates were issued. As supply constraints prevented 
adequate stocks to be issued to each county, a non-county coded plate was produced that could be shipped to 
counties as needed. For a period, there were no plates available at all, and only a windshield sticker was issued 
to new applicants. 

1952 was the final year windshield stickers were used in Washington. No dated 1952 plates were 
issued to passenger vehicles, only certain non-passenger types such as trailers, dealers, and motorcycles. 
1953 saw the 1950 and 1951-dated plates renewed with dated ’53 tabs. 

An uncommon variant arose due to fire at the state prison (see 1954 below). After the plate mill was 
destroyed late in 1953, any additional plates needed before the end of the calendar year had to be sourced from 
the alternate supplier in Oregon. These plates looked quite different from the regular issues: they were smaller 
(made from leftover blanks of 1952 Hawaii plates) and used the same blocky dies as Oregon plates. 
 
1954: the year of changes 

Big changes were in store for 1954, some planned and some not. Most notably, the county code 
designation was switched from a prefix to a suffix.  The justification from the Department of Licenses, as quoted 
in The Olympian, was to aid in faster identification by law enforcement, the number being a more important 



component for tracking down a vehicle owner than the county designation.   For cost savings and mitigation of 
ongoing metal shortages, the original plan was to issue ’54 plates as singles, made of steel and in the same 
format as the 1950 plates, with a reversed color scheme.  This decision would result in a number of 
complications and anomalies over the next year. 

1954 plate manufactured at the Walla Walla penitentiary before the fire 
Production for these plates had been underway for most of 1953, when disaster struck on September 9. The 
plate mill at the Walla Walla Penitentiary caught fire and burned to the ground, destroying all of the plates that 
were on hand. 

With in-state production impossible until the mill was rebuilt, the state launched a frantic search for an 
alternate supplier.  On September 14, just five days after the fire, a contract was signed with the Screw Machine 
Company of Portland, OR, which at the time was also making plates for Oregon, Alaska, Hawaii, and other 
jurisdictions. These Oregon-sourced plates differed from the pre-fire plates in size, metal (aluminum vs. steel), 
and dies. 

Some of the original plates had already been shipped to county auditors (mostly in Pierce and Spokane 
Counties), and in these cases were issued to the public as planned. However, most of the original run of 1954 
plates was destroyed in the fire, so the vast majority of 1954 plates issued to vehicles were sourced from Screw 
Machine.  The prison plate shop would not reopen until the production of the 1958 plates began. 

An additional complication arose late in 1954. The decision to issue only a single plate for the rear of the 
vehicle had been controversial from the start, but trouble identifying a bank robber’s getaway car in Seattle was 
the tipping point for public outrage and law enforcement pushback, so at the end of 1954 the Department of 
Licensing acquiesced to demands for a front plate. This began an enormous effort to manufacture a second 
plate for every number and ship them to registrants across the state.  A 1957 state audit deemed it a fiasco: 
costing taxpayers a quarter of a million dollars from inefficiencies and disorganization, with improper records 
resulting in thousands of plates being mailed to incorrect addresses and returned to state offices multiple times. 

This pair from Okanogan County has a common spacing variation due to each plate being 
manufactured at different times. Spokane County pair consisting of both variations: top plate was made at the 
Walla Walla prison, bottom at Screw Machine in Oregon 

One common quirk of this situation is the inconsistencies in number layout, hyphenation, and spacing 
between the first batches of Oregon-made plates and the second batches of front plates. It is extremely 
common for pairs to have mismatched formatting as a result.  In the instances where the original prison-made 
plates had been issued, this also resulted in completely mismatched sets of plates, where one car would have 
had a steel, Washington-made plate on the rear and an aluminum, Oregon-made plate on the front. 
 
1956: standardization 

Starting in 1956, all license plates in the United States and Canada were standardized to a common 
size (6″ x 12,” the dimensions still in use today), based on an agreement reached between motor vehicle 
administrators.  Washington was still using the 1954 base with renewal tabs, so while existing registrations kept 
their original plates, all newly-issued plates were in the new dimensions, with a design that mimicked the 
originals.  In fact, even though these smaller plates were made for the 1956 expiration year, they were still 
stamped with a “54” date preceding the state name, to match the other plates on the road. 
 
1958: the modern era begins 

The modern era of license plates began in Washington in 1958, with the introduction of the now-
common alphanumeric ABC 123 format on multiyear base plates renewed with adhesive stickers.  No more 
annual issues or metal renewal tabs.  This method saved money and materials, and offered a numbering format 
that allowed for a greater combination of numbers to be issued. 

The 1958 base plate was used, through renewal stickers, through 1962.  The county coding system in 
place since 1935 was adapted to fit the new alphanumeric format, with King County (previously “A”) assigned 
AAA through AZZ, Pierce County (previously “B”) assigned BAA through BZZ, etc. 
 
1963: the WASH scandal 

A new base plate was implemented in 1963 as a complete reissue that replaced all plates currently in 
use. 
As a cost-savings measure, the original plan was for these to display the state name in full, followed by an 
embossed “63” to denote the first year of expiration, with adhesive year stickers used to renew for future years.  
By embossing the first year on the plate, the state claimed it would save $50,000 by not making 1963 stickers.  
However, an embossed “WASHINGTON 63” would not provide enough room for future years’ renewal stickers, 
so at the last minute the design was altered, “substituting the ugly abbreviation ‘Wash’ for the dignified full name 
of our state,” sniffed the Longview Daily News.  An editorial in the Aberdeen World joked that “Wash 63 sounds 
like an emergency order in a laundry.” 



Outcry over the “Wash” abbreviation was widespread enough that in 1965 the state legislature passed a 
law stating: “Vehicle license number plates issued by the state of Washington commencing with the next general 
issuance of such plates shall be so designed as to designate the name of the state of Washington in full without 
abbreviation.” 

In response, in 1965 the design was altered to spell WASHINGTON in full.  This base was undated, 
providing enough room for validation stickers.  These plates were only issued to new registrations; the 1963 
plates were not replaced and continued to be revalidated by year stickers.  In fact, the 1963 plates, and all 
others issued thereafter, remained in use through 2000. 
 
Reflectorization 

State law drove another change in Washington’s plates.  In 1967, the legislature passed a law stating 
that “All vehicle license number plates issued after January 1, 1968 […] shall be treated with reflectorized 
materials designed to increase the visibility and legibility of such plates at night.”   This resulted in another new 
base plate in 1968, which again did not replace any plates currently on the road.  This continued the same 
county-coded numbering system introduced with the 1963 plates. 

The 1968 base was issued until 1982, but had several minor design evolutions, the most notable being 
a change to smaller, crisper dies on the state name in 1978.  Another development was the introduction of a 
staggered registration system in 1977.  Prior to this, registrations all expired on December 31 of each year.  
With the adoption of staggered registrations, a month sticker was added and validity was determined from the 
date of original registration. 

The state name briefly reverted back to the old design in 1980. The county coding system was finally 
abandoned during this era.  King County registrations had become so large that the system could no longer be 
adapted to accommodate the necessary amount of letter combinations. An updated based was introduced in 
1982, with the state name screened instead of embossed and the registration number no longer being coded by 
county. 

Narrower dies were adopted in 1985, also introducing a hyphen in the registration number, starting with 
number LLL-000. These narrower dies also allowed the use of seven-character personalized plates for the first 
time. These would be the last non-graphic plates issued in Washington. 
 
Centennial Celebration 

In 1987, to commemorate Washington’s centennial in 1989, a new, fully-graphic design was introduced, 
which is still being issued, with minor design changes, more than 30 years later. A brand-new numbering system 
came with the new design, starting at 000-AAA.  The state created a design contest for the new plate.  The 
winner was Eric Booth, a high school senior in Bellingham, beating out more than 2,000 other designs.  This 
design became the new general issue for new registrations, and owners of existing vehicles could purchase the 
new plate for a fee. 

The “Centennial Celebration” slogan was in place two years before and after the 1989 centennial: in 
1991, it was removed, but the design was otherwise unchanged.  In 1997 the size of the hyphen was enlarged, 
starting with 000-HYB. 
 
The Evergreen State 

After 83 years of state-issued license plates, Washington for the first time displayed the state motto, 
Evergreen State, on its plates.  The 1998 design, which ironically contains no green whatsoever, was a mild 
rework of the original Centennial plates.  The embossed border was removed and the state name converted to 
block characters and moved to the top left, consistent with much of Washington’s plates since 1941.  Plate 999-
JNZ was the last to be issued in the old format, with 000-JOA marking the transition point to the new design. 
In 2010, the numbering system that had begun at 000-AAA with the Centennial plates had finally run out, with 
plate 999-ZZZ being issued at the beginning of that year.  Plate numbering restarted with a seven-character 
registration number, beginning with AAA0000. 

The current format theoretically can last decades before changes are needed.  Currently it has taken 
the state five to six years to run through a complete letter series (e.g. AAA0000 to AZZ9999), so any variety on 
Washington bumpers will have to come from the growing number of optional graphics. 
 

From Dannyslicenseplates.com 
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1934 Oldsmobile Touring Sedan 
 

The Oldsmobile L-Series, or the Oldsmobile 8, was built from the 1932 through 1938. Oldsmobile hadn't 
offered a full-sized luxury flagship since the cancellation of the Oldsmobile Light Eight in 1923, and the Viking 
upscale companion brand to Oldsmobile didn't sell very well, being cancelled after two years. The 1933 model 
introduced a completely new body style influenced by the "streamlined" appearance, and it was shared with all 
GM brands due to GM's Art and Color Studio headed by Harley Earl. The appearance showed influences of 
Chrysler and Lincoln-Zephyr vehicles, and all Oldsmobiles were manufactured in Lansing, Michigan. Due to the 
popularity of the Oldsmobile F-Series, Oldsmobile recognized an opportunity to sell a similar sized alternative to 
the Buick Super, the Cadillac Series 355, and the "junior" companion brand LaSalle, a platform the L-Series 
shared on the GMC platform. 

The L-Series was equipped with a side-valve, 240 cu in straight eight-cylinder engine developing 87 
bhp. This generation had a wheelbase of 116–124 in and was offered as a closed body sedan, coupe and 
convertible. All four wheels now offered as standard equipment hydraulic drum brakes, and in 1933 wooden 
spoked wheels were permanently discontinued with pressed steel discs instead. With the modern appearance of 
streamlined gaining widely accepted public approval, all body styles across GM's vehicles adopted the 
appearance, with an overall length of 179–200 inches. The retail price listed for a 1938 L-38 4-door Trunked 
Sedan was $1,107. 1933 was the first year all GM vehicles were installed with optional vent windows which 
were initially called “No Draft Individually Controlled Ventilation” later renamed "Ventiplanes" which the patent 
application was filed on Nov. 28, 1932. It was assigned to the Ternstedt Manufacturing Company, a GM 
subsidiary that manufactured components for Fisher Body. 
 

From Wikipedia 
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WOMEN'S   CORNER 
 

Lunch with Girlfriends 
 by Kathy O'Malley 
 
Elaine's vertigo has never been worse 
Kay can't remember where she left her purse 
Rhonda's about to replace her knees 
Linda's breathing is tinged with a wheeze 
 
Donna's left boob has a troublesome lump 
Diane's on her third trip to take a dump 
Lorraine's husband can't remember a thing 
Nine years a widow, Marge still wears her ring 
 
Marlene is dealing with another UTI 
Sally's giving a hearing aid another try 
Marie has decided she can't drive at night 
Sharon still wears clothes two sizes too tight 
 
 



They've been through divorces and babies and wakes 
They do for each other whatever it takes 
They've already buried Marcia and Kate 
And truthfully, Lizzie's not looking so great 
 
So whenever they can, they get out to eat 
Open bottles of wine and forget their sore feet 
There's laughing and crying and letting down guards 
And when the bill comes, there's ten credit cards 
 
So here's to the waiters who keep orders straight 
And to the places that let lunches run three hours late 
And here's to the girlfriends, those near and those far 
Here's to the girlfriends, you know who you are!!! 

 

 
 

******************************************************************************************************************************* 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries in July 
 

 
                                Birthdays 

 
Cindy Albrandt   July 29   Edmond Bearce   July 9 
Mary Dennis   July 13   Kent Ganey   July 21 
Shari Ginther   July 25   Thomas Hoertkorn  July 27 
Becky Long   July 20   Jimmy McQuown  July 30 
Dave Roberts   July 18   Dawn Roberts   July 18 
Tom Smith   July 21   John Trumbo   July 5 
Mark VonKommer  July 14   Terry Whitcomb   July 16 
 
 
 
 
 
  
              
                   
 

 
 



        
 

 
 

A 
 
 
 
           Anniversaries 
 
Don & Debby Buckles  July 1   Manuel & Hilda Chavello July 2 
Lee & Loretta Jackson  July 5   Robb & Molly King  July 10 
Jason & Kelly Maxwell  July 9   Bill & Allie Melvin  July 1 
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2023 YOCC Officers    
 
Dave Hannah, President    Bonnie Suminski, Sunshine 
627-4589      579-0030 
dwhannah1@gmail.com     moleski@seanet.com 
 
John Hopkins, V.P., Activities Director    Don Buckles, Treasurer 
987-4504      627-0535 
jhn_Hopkins@hotmail.com    dbuckles0535@charter.net 
 
Randy Bunch, Secretary     Frances McGillis, Editor 
543-6554 545-4077 
jrbunch@charter.net     sixkidsplusthree@gmail.com 
 
Bill White, Swap Meet Chairman    Jimmy McQuown, Facebook  
946-7633      Ye Olde Car Club-Tri Cities 
williambllwh@yahoo.com    430-6556 
       jamesfrompasco@hotmail.com 
Directors 
 
Kevin Davis      Barb Fecht      
521-3693      521-5074      
wildrose4whippet@netzone.com   efecht@frontier.com     
   
Larry Stephenson     Dennis McGillis 
253-376-256 545-4077 
stephensonld1@gmail.com    dennis.mcgillis@gmail.com 
 
Tour Committee 
 
John Hopkins, Committee Chairman     
509-987-4504       
jhn_Hopkins@hotmail.com   


